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from those who offered to go. This main with death
became the privilege of a few.

Among the first of them was Arthur Edmond Clouston.
You remember Clouston ? The man who, with Victor
Ricketts, flew 26,640 miles from England to. New Zealand
and back again in ten days, twenty-one hours, twenty-two
minutes. - A flight equal to encircling the globe in ten days.

When you consider that that was done in a little Comet
with two 224 h.p. motors, it makes post-war flying appear
to have some possibilities, doesn't it ? But that is another
story.

They fixed up a loose cable, hanging from a tethered
balloon, for the first tests. There were technical reasons
against using a normal cable attached at both ends.

To appreciate what these tests were like, you should
realize that a balloon cable is of heavy steel, and weighs
well over a ton. To hit the cable in mid-air is similar
to hitting a heavy iron rod.

Clouston was to use a machine with a wooden wing.
They stood round the aircraft in the sunlight, watching
while the last preparations were made. Discreetly in the
background was the ambulance " blood waggon."

Presently, Clouston waved his hand, men pulled the
chocks out from under the wheels, and the machine began
to move forward. Far away, the balloon hung in the sky
with the single thread pendant from it.

Behind Clouston's aircraft, another one took off. It
followed him as he circled swiftly upwards. It was there
for a purpose.

Supposing " anything *' happened, the men in the
second machine could record, as far as could be seen,
the cause of the fatality. Then the next pilot to try that
experiment would have an added chance of getting down
alive.